














Life Cycle Analysis (LCA) serves as a critical tool in the evaluation of the environmental 
and socioeconomic implications of different berry crop production models. Berry crops, 
encompassing a diverse array of fruits such as strawberries, blueberries, raspberries, and 
blackberries, have gained global popularity due to their rich nutritional profile and health 
benefits. However, the cultivation and production of these berries involve intricate agricul-
tural practices that can yield significant environmental and socioeconomic consequences. 
LCA offers a systematic framework to analyze the life cycle of berry crops, from the initial 
stages of cultivation and planting to harvesting, transportation, processing, packaging, 
and consumption. The analysis encompasses a broad spectrum of factors, including 
resource utilization, energy consumption, waste generation, greenhouse gas emissions, 
and water usage. By scrutinizing each phase of the life cycle, LCA helps to identify poten-
tial environmental hotspots and allows for the development of targeted mitigation strate-
gies to reduce the overall environmental footprint of berry crop production. Moreover, LCA 
does not solely focus on the environmental aspects but also delves into the socioeconomic 
dimensions of berry crop production. It evaluates the impact on local communities, con-
sidering factors such as labor practices, employment opportunities, economic benefits, 
and social well-being. This holistic approach ensures that the assessment considers the 
broader implications of berry crop production beyond ecological concerns. By integrating 
LCA into the evaluation process, stakeholders, including farmers, policymakers, and con-
sumers, can make informed decisions aimed at promoting sustainable berry crop produc-
tion models. These models seek to minimize negative environmental impacts, optimize 
resource utilization, improve economic outcomes for farmers and communities, and 
enhance overall social well-being. LCA plays an integral role in assessing the environmental 
and socioeconomic impact of berry crop production models. By providing a comprehen-
sive understanding of the life cycle stages and their implications, LCA guides the develop-
ment of sustainable practices that balance environmental, economic, and social consider-
ations in the cultivation and production of berry crops.

 

 

Project Coordination Team Page 43

 International Primesoft Workshop

EU funding landscape and upcoming opportunities for Agricultural/Food-related 
R&Is

Sonja Bergner

Horizon Europe offers a broad range of funding opportunities, from support for basic 
research to innovation-oriented projects and Go-To-Market activities. Horizon Europe 
can be a truly rewarding but, at the same time, also challenging when it comes to finding 
the best fit within the range of calls for proposals. This talk will provide a comprehensive 
overview of EU funding opportunities, covering both top-down and bottom-up calls, as 
well as practical guidance for early proposal development. The session provides a broader 
overview on the Horizon Europe Framework, its structure and, in particular, at the fea-
tures of collaborative funding opportunities in Pillar I-III (including top-down and bot-
tom-up calls) and the overarching programme on “Widening participation and strength-
ening the European Research Area”. Leaked Horizon Europe papers will give a sneak peek 
of upcoming opportunities to PRIMESOFT partners. During the workshop participants 
are invited to stay connected, engage further and exchange contacts and ideas. 
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